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Friday Fest News
The Friday Fest Committee is always excited to see 
large turnouts for each event. The end of 2015  
wraps up another year and the committee met last 
month to plan for 2016. This upcoming year we have 
a surprise in store, but we are keeping it a secret for 
now. The cabin event was well received and the only 
disappointment was that the water was too low for 
boat rides. Everyone enjoyed the Mexican Fiesta  
and tie-dye shirts. This September we took our last 
ride (for at least 3 years) on the Lake Superior and 
Mississippi Railroad’s Pizza Train.  The train tracks will 
be removed for an environmental cleanup and no 
one is certain if the tracks will be put back down 
again.  We could not let the season end without one 
last ride down the rails.  To make the event even 
more special, DRCC-Mankato donated a portion of 
its Pizza Prize Money to the passengers and 
everyone rode for free. In October we gathered  
back at Engwall’s Corn Maze. The attractions 
included dinner and hot beverages along with the 
maze and a hayride around the corn patch. Our last 
dance of the season was a big hit.  Everyone was 
entertained by the Fishheads, a local blue grass 
band. Their music fit right in with the barn dance 
theme and the dance floor was packed. The 
November dance was our 75th event and we are 
looking forward to another year.   

Merritt Days is a week-long 
celebration of the city of  
Mt. Iron. A small group of 
volunteers put on activities 
every summer to give back to 
the community. Events include 
a small parade for the kids, 
ethnic foods of the Iron Range, 
music by local musicians, bean 
bag tournaments, and much 
more. This year featured a 
wonderful performance by the 
“Gin Blossoms” along with a 
spectacular fireworks display 
over old downtown while Mark 
Tolbert played the “Star 
Spangled Banner” on his 
electric guitar from the roof of 
one of the beautiful old 
buildings. People watched in 
awe as the city of Mt. Iron 
celebrated its 125th 
anniversary. 
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New Homes
DRCC-Birch and DRCC-Maple were side-by-side townhomes 
that DRCC leased after acquiring Innovative Living. Both 
properties no longer met the needs of the individuals living 
there. DRCC purchased land and began constructing two new 
homes. DRCC Birch moved from Hermantown to Proctor in 
March. The new home is very spacious and handicap-
accessible. Construction has concluded at DRCC-Maple and 
everyone moved into their new home the third week of January.

DRCC on the Run!

Martha and Raquel  
from IHFS-Duluth  
participated in the  

color run earlier this  
year in Duluth. 

February 2016

DRCC started with a small 
group of committed individuals 
who had a vision. They 
believed that individuals with 
disabilities could live successful 
and meaningful lives in the 
community. DRCC’s founders 
worked for five years before 
successfully opening Baldwin 
house in 1971. Their efforts 
included defending legal 
challenges by neighbors, 
fundraising, and working with 
the State Department of Public 
Welfare. Their persistence and 
hard work paid off and paved 
the way for the future. In the 
ensuing years DRCC has grown 
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In 2016 DRCC will celebrate its 50th anniversary! 
There is much to celebrate. 
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and flourished. DRCC now 
supports more than 450 
individuals in group homes, 
apartments, and in their family 
homes and has more than  
700 employees. 
What makes DRCC’s 50th 
anniversary so special are the 
stories. It is fun to listen any 
time a group of “old-timers” 
gather and begin to reminisce. 
Names and anecdotes of 
individuals who have been 
involved with DRCC over the 
years pop up. So many of these 
stories are day-to-day life 
experiences filled with joy, 
humor, and good times. They 

Providing residential & support services to persons with disabilities since 1971.

are full of accomplishments and 
long-standing friendships. 
Mixed in, of course, are some 
sad remembrances too. 
DRCC has made a positive 
difference in the lives of so 
many across northeastern 
Minnesota. We look forward to 
continuing the mission as we 
prepare for the next 50!  
Mark your calendars:  
On October 18, 2016, DRCC 
will host a 50th anniversary 
celebration at Clyde Iron 
Works. More details will follow.

PROGRESS NOTES
Supporting our Mission 
DRCC celebrates our employees and is so grateful to those who exemplify our mission.  
One such individual is Barb Hinsz. Barb has worked at our Midway program since it  
opened in December of 2013.

Barb not only works for DRCC, she is also a Paraprofessional at Mesabi East and does respite  
care as well. She is an avid supporter of Special Olympics and volunteers her time. She brings  
unique ideas to her work at Midway, assuring that they suit each individual’s personality and 
interests. Barb has taken time to spread the word about DRCC and has written several articles  
in the Hometown Focus newspaper. We thank Barb for her time and creativity in bringing  
unique projects to the Midway home!

"Enjoying the event at the DRCC cabin." 

Merritt Days also hosts an 
annual 5k/10k run-walk. Last 
year five of DRCC-South 
Grove’s staff decided to walk in 
the 5k in memory of an 
individual who had recently 
died. This beautiful lady, 
despite her physical disabilities, 
completed a 5k and, most 
importantly, wore her heart-
warming smile the entire time. 
Team Jo was formed to 
celebrate her uniqueness and 

enthusiasm for life. This year, 
South Grove’s Team Jo was 
honored to have two more staff 
and all four individuals who live 
at South Grove participate in 
their first 5k walk. Team Jo’s 
most memorable moment was 
the happiness each individual 
wore on their face, along with 
the sense of pride to 
participate as a team.  
They can’t wait until next year. 



DEAN ALAN MARSHALL

RON ROBIN CHRISTINA (TINA) LARRY & LOREN

DELORES LABORIE 

Nick moved to the DRCC 
Midway program located in 
the Virginia Area in December 
of 2013. He has worked hard 
to secure employment with 
the Range Area Vocational 
Supports. Nick performs 
janitorial services at the Blue 
Cross/Blue Shield Offices, at 
hotels, churches and other 
office buildings on the Iron 
Range. He recently began a 
program called Customized 
Employment that will help 
pair Nick with a job. Nick 
presents himself as a job 
seeker and not just part of an 

Everyone enjoys the time spent planning and going on vacation.  
We have several people that wanted to share their vacation stories….

Donations
John Elliot
George and Dadee Reilly
Bentson Foundation
Dennis and Kari Ramberg
Amy Boman
Martin and Laurie Roller
Rosemary Tarnowski
Dale, Wendy,  
 and Kevin Kreager

In Honor of Tressa Reilly
 Warren Spannaus

In Memory of Etta Potswald
 Judy and Gerry Bakken

Supporting the Community

Tributes

Oh the Places We Will Go!!

Robin went on her second 
plane trip in seven years. She 
traveled with a friend to South 
Carolina to visit her friend’s 
son. Plane changes in New 
York and Detroit were new 
experiences since this was her 
first out-of-state trip without 
staff support. Robin enjoyed 
eating at a Japanese Restaurant 
(she passed on the raw fish 
and eggs!) as well as an Italian 
Restaurant. The weather was 
hot but Robin enjoyed her 
experience and stated that she 
wants to go again. No staff 
needed, just her friend!

Ron from DRCC-Triplex is 
checking off his bucket list. This 
fall he went for a North Shore 
Tour through Lake Superior 
Helicopters. Then he went four-
wheeling. Next on his list is to 
go jet skiing next summer. 

Christina embarked on a new 
adventure provided by Hammer 
Travel located in the Metro 
area. She joined a group of six 
people and two support staff 
and traveled to Walt Disney 
World. Tina also was able to 
connect with her aunt, Katie, in 
the Twin Cities before and after 
her vacation. On her return, 
she went to the Big Yellow 
Barn, known as the largest 
candy store, located in Jordan 
MN, with her aunt. Along with 
numerous souvenirs, Tina has 
many good memories and 
would recommend Hammer 
Travel to anyone who is looking 
for a good vacation experience! 

Gone Fishing, a second try!
Old chums Larry and Loren 
tried their hand again this year 
fishing on Lake Superior.  
Last year they didn’t catch a 
thing, so this year Captain  
Tom was determined to “get 
them on the fish”. In the end 
Larry reeled in two Lake Trout 
and Loren reeled in three.  
Larry then hosted a fish fry at 
his house. 

employment program. He learns 
to network in the community. 
Through his volunteer efforts 
Nick is learning skills such as 
painting and power washing. 
Through his work with Habitat 
for Humanity Nick is learning 
other valuable skills such as 
sheetrocking and landscaping 
that will easily transfer to paid 
positions. Nick has made sure 
he has many opportunities and 
responsibilities, whether paid 
employment or his volunteer 
experiences. He states that he 
is very excited about his future. 
Way to go Nick! 
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Being Resourceful & Responsible,  
That Defines Nick Tuff! 

86, of Mountain Iron, died peacefully at home on Sunday, 
December 13, 2015. Delores will always be remembered 
for her wonderful sense of humor and her love of playing 
cards. She enjoyed listening to music, going on outings 
with her loving staff and spending time with her family and 
friends. Delores was employed for many years at ERDAC 
and lived at DRCC-South Grove. She enjoyed her years of 
service there retiring only this past spring.

48, died September 9, 2015. Dean was born in Duluth on 
Wednesday, Oct. 19, 1966 to Robert "Bob" and Maryann Marshall. 
Dean graduated from Central High School in 1985. He enjoyed 
working at UDAC and taking field trips with DRCC "Soft Hands". 
Dean greeted everyone with a smile and a twinkle in his eye. He 
would chat with anyone about his favorite topics: fire trucks and 
the fire stations, the timing and length of school vacations, the 
weather, trips to the dump, and vacuum cleaners. He loved to color 
and draw, especially trucks, and always had to use a very sharp 
pencil. Dean was not a sweet eater, he preferred his veggie pizza, 
cheeseburgers, coney island, chocolate malts and apple juice. Dean 
loved our local firemen and he and his dad visited them often when 
they were not shopping at his favorite store, Menards.

Lori Osbakken, who lives in 
Two Harbors, is a big fan of 
the Minnesota Vikings. Her 
enthusiasm during televised 
Viking Games is famous 
among her family and friends. 
While attending an event at 
the Two Harbors high school 
Lori spent time chatting with 
one of the high school football 
players, who happened to be 
an extended family member. 

DRCC's Mission:

To support individuals with disabilities 
by creating opportunities to live rich 
and meaningful lives with family, friends, 
work and community.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Jessica Durbin, President
Myron Stevenson, Vice President
Kirk Wimmer, Secretary/Treasurer
Tony Mancuso
Julie Seidelmann
Nancy Lane
Mickey Ferguson
Pam Sedor
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As a result of that 
conversation, she decided to 
also support the local high 
school team and attend a 
game. At the first game she 
attended Two Harbors quickly 
pulled ahead. She cheered the 
loudest every time her 
relative’s name was read over 
the loud speaker, which was 
pretty often as he is a lead 
tackler for the team.  

Her attention to detail watching 
the game, and her expectations 
of excellence for her team, is 
right up there with Bill Belichick 
of the New England Patriots.  
Lori enjoyed the high school 
games so much this season  
she may become a regular in 
the stands, even after her 
relative graduates.

Anniversaries
25 YEARS
Joyce McIntyre worked at Thalassic for 20 years and has been 
with IHFS-Lake for 5 years. She is both a friend and caregiver  
to the clients. She has opened her heart and extended herself to 
help her adult children, her grandchildren, her parents,  
and her friends when needed. She enjoys painting,  
scrapbooking and ancestry.

Abigail Stubblefield came to DRCC on December 13, 1990.  
As Accounts Receivable Coordinator, Abigail manages client 
accounts, and all the billing for the services DRCC provides. 
Outside of work Abigail enjoys outdoor pursuits with her 
husband, Steve, and dog, Carson, and also enjoys  
gardening and cooking. 

DRCC’s Second Annual “Unevent”

15 YEARS
Renee Vandemore – 

Administration
Betsy Knutson – Winona
Tim Ohman – Maintenance
Sharon Forse – Administration
Deb Zupancich – Lambert
Paula Dalbec - Winona 

For the second consecutive year no one showed up for DRCC’s 
“Unevent” – making it another success! The idea of the “Unevent” 
is to give donors the opportunity to support DRCC’s services 
without having to attend yet another fundraiser. There isn’t a raffle, 

a silent auction, or a baked chicken entrée – just generous 
contributions to support DRCC’s mission. All of the funds raised are 
used to support unmet individual needs, along with providing social 
and recreational opportunities for individuals served by DRCC.

EMPLOYEE PROMOTIONS
Welcome to Amy Stark, a new Program Manager. Amy comes 
to us with a lot of experience; most recently she was a 
Supervisor with Lake County Health and Human Services  
in Two Harbors.

Program Director

Dee Dee Burke - Oneota
Karen Meagher – Meridian
KT Sampson – Spruce 

20 YEARS
JD Dold is the Program Coordinator at Endion. She started her 
career at Laverne (Duplex). When JD isn’t at work, she is enjoying 
life with her family. She and her wife enjoy hiking with their dog 
and various other outdoor activities. JD plays the drums when she 
isn’t chasing after her two-year old.

Rex Hendrickson began working for DRCC in 1995 at the 
Manumit and Soft Hands programs as a Program Implementer. In 
2001, Rex took on one of the Program Director positions at Soft 
Hands and has been there ever since. Rex is known as a superb 
guitar player, tinkerer of electronics and outdoorsman. He’s an 
avid kayaker and is legendary with his… count them… 37 visits to 
Isle Royale to hike and camp throughout the years!

Advantage Air Heating  
 and Cooling 
Ahola, Mack  
 and Associates, Ltd. 
Beacon Bank 
Beacon Electric 
Campbell’s Do-It Best Center 
Clearis Consulting 
Coldwell Banker 
 (East West Realty) 
Consolidated Title  
 and Abstract Company 

Cummings Mobility  
David and Theresa Corbin 
Duluth Dodge 
Elite Electrical Contracting 
ESC Systems 
Mickey and Joe Ferguson 
Frank Gerard 
Happy Sleeper Mattress  
 & Furniture Store 
Hiner Home Designs 
Hunt Electric 
ICO 

Innovations in Quality 
 Consulting 
Johnson Carpet One 
Kevin Vegar Construction 
Kleiman Realty 
Krause Sheet Metal  
 Heating and Cooling 
Doug and Nancy Lane 
Licari, Larson & Co., Ltd. 
Magic Carpet Mart 
Tony and Mariann Mancuso 
Wes Mattsfield 

DRCC wishes to thank the following individuals & businesses who gave generously to the Second Annual “Unevent.”

Program Coordinator

Rhea Harvey – Melrose
Jamie Holmes – Woodland
Charles Jesberg - Winona 
Angie Mancini - Fourteenth
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10 YEARS
James Hencinski –  
 Two
John Coyle – Two Harbors
Julie McMann – Glendale
Robert Wagner – Jitney
Jessica Rose - Bishopwoods

Dennis and Kari Ramberg 
Northern Business Products 
O’bey Construction 
 Corporation 
Oneida Realty 
Scott Pionk Sodding  
 and Landscaping 
Preferred One 
George and Dadee Reilly 
Schemmer’s Cleaning Services 
Julie and Thomas Seidelmann 
Sinnott Blacktop 
Kirk and Sharon Wimmer

Harbors
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he has many opportunities and 
responsibilities, whether paid 
employment or his volunteer 
experiences. He states that he 
is very excited about his future. 
Way to go Nick! 
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86, of Mountain Iron, died peacefully at home on Sunday, 
December 13, 2015. Delores will always be remembered 
for her wonderful sense of humor and her love of playing 
cards. She enjoyed listening to music, going on outings 
with her loving staff and spending time with her family and 
friends. Delores was employed for many years at ERDAC 
and lived at DRCC-South Grove. She enjoyed her years of 
service there retiring only this past spring.

48, died September 9, 2015. Dean was born in Duluth on 
Wednesday, Oct. 19, 1966 to Robert "Bob" and Maryann Marshall. 
Dean graduated from Central High School in 1985. He enjoyed 
working at UDAC and taking field trips with DRCC "Soft Hands". 
Dean greeted everyone with a smile and a twinkle in his eye. He 
would chat with anyone about his favorite topics: fire trucks and 
the fire stations, the timing and length of school vacations, the 
weather, trips to the dump, and vacuum cleaners. He loved to color 
and draw, especially trucks, and always had to use a very sharp 
pencil. Dean was not a sweet eater, he preferred his veggie pizza, 
cheeseburgers, coney island, chocolate malts and apple juice. Dean 
loved our local firemen and he and his dad visited them often when 
they were not shopping at his favorite store, Menards.

Lori Osbakken, who lives in 
Two Harbors, is a big fan of 
the Minnesota Vikings. Her 
enthusiasm during televised 
Viking Games is famous 
among her family and friends. 
While attending an event at 
the Two Harbors high school 
Lori spent time chatting with 
one of the high school football 
players, who happened to be 
an extended family member. 
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As a result of that 
conversation, she decided to 
also support the local high 
school team and attend a 
game. At the first game she 
attended Two Harbors quickly 
pulled ahead. She cheered the 
loudest every time her 
relative’s name was read over 
the loud speaker, which was 
pretty often as he is a lead 
tackler for the team.  

Her attention to detail watching 
the game, and her expectations 
of excellence for her team, is 
right up there with Bill Belichick 
of the New England Patriots.  
Lori enjoyed the high school 
games so much this season  
she may become a regular in 
the stands, even after her 
relative graduates.

Anniversaries
25 YEARS
Joyce McIntyre worked at Thalassic for 20 years and has been 
with IHFS-Lake for 5 years. She is both a friend and caregiver  
to the clients. She has opened her heart and extended herself to 
help her adult children, her grandchildren, her parents,  
and her friends when needed. She enjoys painting,  
scrapbooking and ancestry.

Abigail Stubblefield came to DRCC on December 13, 1990.  
As Accounts Receivable Coordinator, Abigail manages client 
accounts, and all the billing for the services DRCC provides. 
Outside of work Abigail enjoys outdoor pursuits with her 
husband, Steve, and dog, Carson, and also enjoys  
gardening and cooking. 

DRCC’s Second Annual “Unevent”

15 YEARS
Renee Vandemore – 

Administration
Betsy Knutson – Winona
Tim Ohman – Maintenance
Sharon Forse – Administration
Deb Zupancich – Lambert
Paula Dalbec - Winona 

For the second consecutive year no one showed up for DRCC’s 
“Unevent” – making it another success! The idea of the “Unevent” 
is to give donors the opportunity to support DRCC’s services 
without having to attend yet another fundraiser. There isn’t a raffle, 

a silent auction, or a baked chicken entrée – just generous 
contributions to support DRCC’s mission. All of the funds raised are 
used to support unmet individual needs, along with providing social 
and recreational opportunities for individuals served by DRCC.

EMPLOYEE PROMOTIONS
Welcome to Amy Stark, a new Program Manager. Amy comes 
to us with a lot of experience; most recently she was a 
Supervisor with Lake County Health and Human Services  
in Two Harbors.

Program Director

Dee Dee Burke - Oneota
Karen Meagher – Meridian
KT Sampson – Spruce 

20 YEARS
JD Dold is the Program Coordinator at Endion. She started her 
career at Laverne (Duplex). When JD isn’t at work, she is enjoying 
life with her family. She and her wife enjoy hiking with their dog 
and various other outdoor activities. JD plays the drums when she 
isn’t chasing after her two-year old.

Rex Hendrickson began working for DRCC in 1995 at the 
Manumit and Soft Hands programs as a Program Implementer. In 
2001, Rex took on one of the Program Director positions at Soft 
Hands and has been there ever since. Rex is known as a superb 
guitar player, tinkerer of electronics and outdoorsman. He’s an 
avid kayaker and is legendary with his… count them… 37 visits to 
Isle Royale to hike and camp throughout the years!
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DELORES LABORIE 

Nick moved to the DRCC 
Midway program located in 
the Virginia Area in December 
of 2013. He has worked hard 
to secure employment with 
the Range Area Vocational 
Supports. Nick performs 
janitorial services at the Blue 
Cross/Blue Shield Offices, at 
hotels, churches and other 
office buildings on the Iron 
Range. He recently began a 
program called Customized 
Employment that will help 
pair Nick with a job. Nick 
presents himself as a job 
seeker and not just part of an 

Everyone enjoys the time spent planning and going on vacation.  
We have several people that wanted to share their vacation stories….
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Oh the Places We Will Go!!

Robin went on her second 
plane trip in seven years. She 
traveled with a friend to South 
Carolina to visit her friend’s 
son. Plane changes in New 
York and Detroit were new 
experiences since this was her 
first out-of-state trip without 
staff support. Robin enjoyed 
eating at a Japanese Restaurant 
(she passed on the raw fish 
and eggs!) as well as an Italian 
Restaurant. The weather was 
hot but Robin enjoyed her 
experience and stated that she 
wants to go again. No staff 
needed, just her friend!

Ron from DRCC-Triplex is 
checking off his bucket list. This 
fall he went for a North Shore 
Tour through Lake Superior 
Helicopters. Then he went four-
wheeling. Next on his list is to 
go jet skiing next summer. 

Christina embarked on a new 
adventure provided by Hammer 
Travel located in the Metro 
area. She joined a group of six 
people and two support staff 
and traveled to Walt Disney 
World. Tina also was able to 
connect with her aunt, Katie, in 
the Twin Cities before and after 
her vacation. On her return, 
she went to the Big Yellow 
Barn, known as the largest 
candy store, located in Jordan 
MN, with her aunt. Along with 
numerous souvenirs, Tina has 
many good memories and 
would recommend Hammer 
Travel to anyone who is looking 
for a good vacation experience! 

Gone Fishing, a second try!
Old chums Larry and Loren 
tried their hand again this year 
fishing on Lake Superior.  
Last year they didn’t catch a 
thing, so this year Captain  
Tom was determined to “get 
them on the fish”. In the end 
Larry reeled in two Lake Trout 
and Loren reeled in three.  
Larry then hosted a fish fry at 
his house. 

employment program. He learns 
to network in the community. 
Through his volunteer efforts 
Nick is learning skills such as 
painting and power washing. 
Through his work with Habitat 
for Humanity Nick is learning 
other valuable skills such as 
sheetrocking and landscaping 
that will easily transfer to paid 
positions. Nick has made sure 
he has many opportunities and 
responsibilities, whether paid 
employment or his volunteer 
experiences. He states that he 
is very excited about his future. 
Way to go Nick! 
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86, of Mountain Iron, died peacefully at home on Sunday, 
December 13, 2015. Delores will always be remembered 
for her wonderful sense of humor and her love of playing 
cards. She enjoyed listening to music, going on outings 
with her loving staff and spending time with her family and 
friends. Delores was employed for many years at ERDAC 
and lived at DRCC-South Grove. She enjoyed her years of 
service there retiring only this past spring.

48, died September 9, 2015. Dean was born in Duluth on 
Wednesday, Oct. 19, 1966 to Robert "Bob" and Maryann Marshall. 
Dean graduated from Central High School in 1985. He enjoyed 
working at UDAC and taking field trips with DRCC "Soft Hands". 
Dean greeted everyone with a smile and a twinkle in his eye. He 
would chat with anyone about his favorite topics: fire trucks and 
the fire stations, the timing and length of school vacations, the 
weather, trips to the dump, and vacuum cleaners. He loved to color 
and draw, especially trucks, and always had to use a very sharp 
pencil. Dean was not a sweet eater, he preferred his veggie pizza, 
cheeseburgers, coney island, chocolate malts and apple juice. Dean 
loved our local firemen and he and his dad visited them often when 
they were not shopping at his favorite store, Menards.

Lori Osbakken, who lives in 
Two Harbors, is a big fan of 
the Minnesota Vikings. Her 
enthusiasm during televised 
Viking Games is famous 
among her family and friends. 
While attending an event at 
the Two Harbors high school 
Lori spent time chatting with 
one of the high school football 
players, who happened to be 
an extended family member. 
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As a result of that 
conversation, she decided to 
also support the local high 
school team and attend a 
game. At the first game she 
attended Two Harbors quickly 
pulled ahead. She cheered the 
loudest every time her 
relative’s name was read over 
the loud speaker, which was 
pretty often as he is a lead 
tackler for the team.  

Her attention to detail watching 
the game, and her expectations 
of excellence for her team, is 
right up there with Bill Belichick 
of the New England Patriots.  
Lori enjoyed the high school 
games so much this season  
she may become a regular in 
the stands, even after her 
relative graduates.

Anniversaries
25 YEARS
Joyce McIntyre worked at Thalassic for 20 years and has been 
with IHFS-Lake for 5 years. She is both a friend and caregiver  
to the clients. She has opened her heart and extended herself to 
help her adult children, her grandchildren, her parents,  
and her friends when needed. She enjoys painting,  
scrapbooking and ancestry.

Abigail Stubblefield came to DRCC on December 13, 1990.  
As Accounts Receivable Coordinator, Abigail manages client 
accounts, and all the billing for the services DRCC provides. 
Outside of work Abigail enjoys outdoor pursuits with her 
husband, Steve, and dog, Carson, and also enjoys  
gardening and cooking. 
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without having to attend yet another fundraiser. There isn’t a raffle, 

a silent auction, or a baked chicken entrée – just generous 
contributions to support DRCC’s mission. All of the funds raised are 
used to support unmet individual needs, along with providing social 
and recreational opportunities for individuals served by DRCC.
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avid kayaker and is legendary with his… count them… 37 visits to 
Isle Royale to hike and camp throughout the years!
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Nick moved to the DRCC 
Midway program located in 
the Virginia Area in December 
of 2013. He has worked hard 
to secure employment with 
the Range Area Vocational 
Supports. Nick performs 
janitorial services at the Blue 
Cross/Blue Shield Offices, at 
hotels, churches and other 
office buildings on the Iron 
Range. He recently began a 
program called Customized 
Employment that will help 
pair Nick with a job. Nick 
presents himself as a job 
seeker and not just part of an 

Everyone enjoys the time spent planning and going on vacation.  
We have several people that wanted to share their vacation stories….
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Carolina to visit her friend’s 
son. Plane changes in New 
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experiences since this was her 
first out-of-state trip without 
staff support. Robin enjoyed 
eating at a Japanese Restaurant 
(she passed on the raw fish 
and eggs!) as well as an Italian 
Restaurant. The weather was 
hot but Robin enjoyed her 
experience and stated that she 
wants to go again. No staff 
needed, just her friend!

Ron from DRCC-Triplex is 
checking off his bucket list. This 
fall he went for a North Shore 
Tour through Lake Superior 
Helicopters. Then he went four-
wheeling. Next on his list is to 
go jet skiing next summer. 

Christina embarked on a new 
adventure provided by Hammer 
Travel located in the Metro 
area. She joined a group of six 
people and two support staff 
and traveled to Walt Disney 
World. Tina also was able to 
connect with her aunt, Katie, in 
the Twin Cities before and after 
her vacation. On her return, 
she went to the Big Yellow 
Barn, known as the largest 
candy store, located in Jordan 
MN, with her aunt. Along with 
numerous souvenirs, Tina has 
many good memories and 
would recommend Hammer 
Travel to anyone who is looking 
for a good vacation experience! 

Gone Fishing, a second try!
Old chums Larry and Loren 
tried their hand again this year 
fishing on Lake Superior.  
Last year they didn’t catch a 
thing, so this year Captain  
Tom was determined to “get 
them on the fish”. In the end 
Larry reeled in two Lake Trout 
and Loren reeled in three.  
Larry then hosted a fish fry at 
his house. 
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Nick is learning skills such as 
painting and power washing. 
Through his work with Habitat 
for Humanity Nick is learning 
other valuable skills such as 
sheetrocking and landscaping 
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he has many opportunities and 
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employment or his volunteer 
experiences. He states that he 
is very excited about his future. 
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December 13, 2015. Delores will always be remembered 
for her wonderful sense of humor and her love of playing 
cards. She enjoyed listening to music, going on outings 
with her loving staff and spending time with her family and 
friends. Delores was employed for many years at ERDAC 
and lived at DRCC-South Grove. She enjoyed her years of 
service there retiring only this past spring.

48, died September 9, 2015. Dean was born in Duluth on 
Wednesday, Oct. 19, 1966 to Robert "Bob" and Maryann Marshall. 
Dean graduated from Central High School in 1985. He enjoyed 
working at UDAC and taking field trips with DRCC "Soft Hands". 
Dean greeted everyone with a smile and a twinkle in his eye. He 
would chat with anyone about his favorite topics: fire trucks and 
the fire stations, the timing and length of school vacations, the 
weather, trips to the dump, and vacuum cleaners. He loved to color 
and draw, especially trucks, and always had to use a very sharp 
pencil. Dean was not a sweet eater, he preferred his veggie pizza, 
cheeseburgers, coney island, chocolate malts and apple juice. Dean 
loved our local firemen and he and his dad visited them often when 
they were not shopping at his favorite store, Menards.
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As a result of that 
conversation, she decided to 
also support the local high 
school team and attend a 
game. At the first game she 
attended Two Harbors quickly 
pulled ahead. She cheered the 
loudest every time her 
relative’s name was read over 
the loud speaker, which was 
pretty often as he is a lead 
tackler for the team.  

Her attention to detail watching 
the game, and her expectations 
of excellence for her team, is 
right up there with Bill Belichick 
of the New England Patriots.  
Lori enjoyed the high school 
games so much this season  
she may become a regular in 
the stands, even after her 
relative graduates.
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connect with her aunt, Katie, in 
the Twin Cities before and after 
her vacation. On her return, 
she went to the Big Yellow 
Barn, known as the largest 
candy store, located in Jordan 
MN, with her aunt. Along with 
numerous souvenirs, Tina has 
many good memories and 
would recommend Hammer 
Travel to anyone who is looking 
for a good vacation experience! 

Gone Fishing, a second try!
Old chums Larry and Loren 
tried their hand again this year 
fishing on Lake Superior.  
Last year they didn’t catch a 
thing, so this year Captain  
Tom was determined to “get 
them on the fish”. In the end 
Larry reeled in two Lake Trout 
and Loren reeled in three.  
Larry then hosted a fish fry at 
his house. 

employment program. He learns 
to network in the community. 
Through his volunteer efforts 
Nick is learning skills such as 
painting and power washing. 
Through his work with Habitat 
for Humanity Nick is learning 
other valuable skills such as 
sheetrocking and landscaping 
that will easily transfer to paid 
positions. Nick has made sure 
he has many opportunities and 
responsibilities, whether paid 
employment or his volunteer 
experiences. He states that he 
is very excited about his future. 
Way to go Nick! 

2
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86, of Mountain Iron, died peacefully at home on Sunday, 
December 13, 2015. Delores will always be remembered 
for her wonderful sense of humor and her love of playing 
cards. She enjoyed listening to music, going on outings 
with her loving staff and spending time with her family and 
friends. Delores was employed for many years at ERDAC 
and lived at DRCC-South Grove. She enjoyed her years of 
service there retiring only this past spring.

48, died September 9, 2015. Dean was born in Duluth on 
Wednesday, Oct. 19, 1966 to Robert "Bob" and Maryann Marshall. 
Dean graduated from Central High School in 1985. He enjoyed 
working at UDAC and taking field trips with DRCC "Soft Hands". 
Dean greeted everyone with a smile and a twinkle in his eye. He 
would chat with anyone about his favorite topics: fire trucks and 
the fire stations, the timing and length of school vacations, the 
weather, trips to the dump, and vacuum cleaners. He loved to color 
and draw, especially trucks, and always had to use a very sharp 
pencil. Dean was not a sweet eater, he preferred his veggie pizza, 
cheeseburgers, coney island, chocolate malts and apple juice. Dean 
loved our local firemen and he and his dad visited them often when 
they were not shopping at his favorite store, Menards.

Lori Osbakken, who lives in 
Two Harbors, is a big fan of 
the Minnesota Vikings. Her 
enthusiasm during televised 
Viking Games is famous 
among her family and friends. 
While attending an event at 
the Two Harbors high school 
Lori spent time chatting with 
one of the high school football 
players, who happened to be 
an extended family member. 
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As a result of that 
conversation, she decided to 
also support the local high 
school team and attend a 
game. At the first game she 
attended Two Harbors quickly 
pulled ahead. She cheered the 
loudest every time her 
relative’s name was read over 
the loud speaker, which was 
pretty often as he is a lead 
tackler for the team.  

Her attention to detail watching 
the game, and her expectations 
of excellence for her team, is 
right up there with Bill Belichick 
of the New England Patriots.  
Lori enjoyed the high school 
games so much this season  
she may become a regular in 
the stands, even after her 
relative graduates.

Anniversaries
25 YEARS
Joyce McIntyre worked at Thalassic for 20 years and has been 
with IHFS-Lake for 5 years. She is both a friend and caregiver  
to the clients. She has opened her heart and extended herself to 
help her adult children, her grandchildren, her parents,  
and her friends when needed. She enjoys painting,  
scrapbooking and ancestry.

Abigail Stubblefield came to DRCC on December 13, 1990.  
As Accounts Receivable Coordinator, Abigail manages client 
accounts, and all the billing for the services DRCC provides. 
Outside of work Abigail enjoys outdoor pursuits with her 
husband, Steve, and dog, Carson, and also enjoys  
gardening and cooking. 

DRCC’s Second Annual “Unevent”

15 YEARS
Renee Vandemore – 

Administration
Betsy Knutson – Winona
Tim Ohman – Maintenance
Sharon Forse – Administration
Deb Zupancich – Lambert
Paula Dalbec - Winona 

For the second consecutive year no one showed up for DRCC’s 
“Unevent” – making it another success! The idea of the “Unevent” 
is to give donors the opportunity to support DRCC’s services 
without having to attend yet another fundraiser. There isn’t a raffle, 

a silent auction, or a baked chicken entrée – just generous 
contributions to support DRCC’s mission. All of the funds raised are 
used to support unmet individual needs, along with providing social 
and recreational opportunities for individuals served by DRCC.

EMPLOYEE PROMOTIONS
Welcome to Amy Stark, a new Program Manager. Amy comes 
to us with a lot of experience; most recently she was a 
Supervisor with Lake County Health and Human Services  
in Two Harbors.

Program Director

Dee Dee Burke - Oneota
Karen Meagher – Meridian
KT Sampson – Spruce 

20 YEARS
JD Dold is the Program Coordinator at Endion. She started her 
career at Laverne (Duplex). When JD isn’t at work, she is enjoying 
life with her family. She and her wife enjoy hiking with their dog 
and various other outdoor activities. JD plays the drums when she 
isn’t chasing after her two-year old.

Rex Hendrickson began working for DRCC in 1995 at the 
Manumit and Soft Hands programs as a Program Implementer. In 
2001, Rex took on one of the Program Director positions at Soft 
Hands and has been there ever since. Rex is known as a superb 
guitar player, tinkerer of electronics and outdoorsman. He’s an 
avid kayaker and is legendary with his… count them… 37 visits to 
Isle Royale to hike and camp throughout the years!
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DRCC wishes to thank the following individuals & businesses who gave generously to the Second Annual “Unevent.”
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DELORES LABORIE 

Nick moved to the DRCC 
Midway program located in 
the Virginia Area in December 
of 2013. He has worked hard 
to secure employment with 
the Range Area Vocational 
Supports. Nick performs 
janitorial services at the Blue 
Cross/Blue Shield Offices, at 
hotels, churches and other 
office buildings on the Iron 
Range. He recently began a 
program called Customized 
Employment that will help 
pair Nick with a job. Nick 
presents himself as a job 
seeker and not just part of an 

Everyone enjoys the time spent planning and going on vacation.  
We have several people that wanted to share their vacation stories….
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In Honor of Tressa Reilly
 Warren Spannaus

In Memory of Etta Potswald
 Judy and Gerry Bakken
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Oh the Places We Will Go!!

Robin went on her second 
plane trip in seven years. She 
traveled with a friend to South 
Carolina to visit her friend’s 
son. Plane changes in New 
York and Detroit were new 
experiences since this was her 
first out-of-state trip without 
staff support. Robin enjoyed 
eating at a Japanese Restaurant 
(she passed on the raw fish 
and eggs!) as well as an Italian 
Restaurant. The weather was 
hot but Robin enjoyed her 
experience and stated that she 
wants to go again. No staff 
needed, just her friend!

Ron from DRCC-Triplex is 
checking off his bucket list. This 
fall he went for a North Shore 
Tour through Lake Superior 
Helicopters. Then he went four-
wheeling. Next on his list is to 
go jet skiing next summer. 

Christina embarked on a new 
adventure provided by Hammer 
Travel located in the Metro 
area. She joined a group of six 
people and two support staff 
and traveled to Walt Disney 
World. Tina also was able to 
connect with her aunt, Katie, in 
the Twin Cities before and after 
her vacation. On her return, 
she went to the Big Yellow 
Barn, known as the largest 
candy store, located in Jordan 
MN, with her aunt. Along with 
numerous souvenirs, Tina has 
many good memories and 
would recommend Hammer 
Travel to anyone who is looking 
for a good vacation experience! 

Gone Fishing, a second try!
Old chums Larry and Loren 
tried their hand again this year 
fishing on Lake Superior.  
Last year they didn’t catch a 
thing, so this year Captain  
Tom was determined to “get 
them on the fish”. In the end 
Larry reeled in two Lake Trout 
and Loren reeled in three.  
Larry then hosted a fish fry at 
his house. 

employment program. He learns 
to network in the community. 
Through his volunteer efforts 
Nick is learning skills such as 
painting and power washing. 
Through his work with Habitat 
for Humanity Nick is learning 
other valuable skills such as 
sheetrocking and landscaping 
that will easily transfer to paid 
positions. Nick has made sure 
he has many opportunities and 
responsibilities, whether paid 
employment or his volunteer 
experiences. He states that he 
is very excited about his future. 
Way to go Nick! 
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86, of Mountain Iron, died peacefully at home on Sunday, 
December 13, 2015. Delores will always be remembered 
for her wonderful sense of humor and her love of playing 
cards. She enjoyed listening to music, going on outings 
with her loving staff and spending time with her family and 
friends. Delores was employed for many years at ERDAC 
and lived at DRCC-South Grove. She enjoyed her years of 
service there retiring only this past spring.

48, died September 9, 2015. Dean was born in Duluth on 
Wednesday, Oct. 19, 1966 to Robert "Bob" and Maryann Marshall. 
Dean graduated from Central High School in 1985. He enjoyed 
working at UDAC and taking field trips with DRCC "Soft Hands". 
Dean greeted everyone with a smile and a twinkle in his eye. He 
would chat with anyone about his favorite topics: fire trucks and 
the fire stations, the timing and length of school vacations, the 
weather, trips to the dump, and vacuum cleaners. He loved to color 
and draw, especially trucks, and always had to use a very sharp 
pencil. Dean was not a sweet eater, he preferred his veggie pizza, 
cheeseburgers, coney island, chocolate malts and apple juice. Dean 
loved our local firemen and he and his dad visited them often when 
they were not shopping at his favorite store, Menards.

Lori Osbakken, who lives in 
Two Harbors, is a big fan of 
the Minnesota Vikings. Her 
enthusiasm during televised 
Viking Games is famous 
among her family and friends. 
While attending an event at 
the Two Harbors high school 
Lori spent time chatting with 
one of the high school football 
players, who happened to be 
an extended family member. 
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As a result of that 
conversation, she decided to 
also support the local high 
school team and attend a 
game. At the first game she 
attended Two Harbors quickly 
pulled ahead. She cheered the 
loudest every time her 
relative’s name was read over 
the loud speaker, which was 
pretty often as he is a lead 
tackler for the team.  

Her attention to detail watching 
the game, and her expectations 
of excellence for her team, is 
right up there with Bill Belichick 
of the New England Patriots.  
Lori enjoyed the high school 
games so much this season  
she may become a regular in 
the stands, even after her 
relative graduates.

Anniversaries
25 YEARS
Joyce McIntyre worked at Thalassic for 20 years and has been 
with IHFS-Lake for 5 years. She is both a friend and caregiver  
to the clients. She has opened her heart and extended herself to 
help her adult children, her grandchildren, her parents,  
and her friends when needed. She enjoys painting,  
scrapbooking and ancestry.

Abigail Stubblefield came to DRCC on December 13, 1990.  
As Accounts Receivable Coordinator, Abigail manages client 
accounts, and all the billing for the services DRCC provides. 
Outside of work Abigail enjoys outdoor pursuits with her 
husband, Steve, and dog, Carson, and also enjoys  
gardening and cooking. 
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Administration
Betsy Knutson – Winona
Tim Ohman – Maintenance
Sharon Forse – Administration
Deb Zupancich – Lambert
Paula Dalbec - Winona 

For the second consecutive year no one showed up for DRCC’s 
“Unevent” – making it another success! The idea of the “Unevent” 
is to give donors the opportunity to support DRCC’s services 
without having to attend yet another fundraiser. There isn’t a raffle, 

a silent auction, or a baked chicken entrée – just generous 
contributions to support DRCC’s mission. All of the funds raised are 
used to support unmet individual needs, along with providing social 
and recreational opportunities for individuals served by DRCC.

EMPLOYEE PROMOTIONS
Welcome to Amy Stark, a new Program Manager. Amy comes 
to us with a lot of experience; most recently she was a 
Supervisor with Lake County Health and Human Services  
in Two Harbors.

Program Director

Dee Dee Burke - Oneota
Karen Meagher – Meridian
KT Sampson – Spruce 
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JD Dold is the Program Coordinator at Endion. She started her 
career at Laverne (Duplex). When JD isn’t at work, she is enjoying 
life with her family. She and her wife enjoy hiking with their dog 
and various other outdoor activities. JD plays the drums when she 
isn’t chasing after her two-year old.

Rex Hendrickson began working for DRCC in 1995 at the 
Manumit and Soft Hands programs as a Program Implementer. In 
2001, Rex took on one of the Program Director positions at Soft 
Hands and has been there ever since. Rex is known as a superb 
guitar player, tinkerer of electronics and outdoorsman. He’s an 
avid kayaker and is legendary with his… count them… 37 visits to 
Isle Royale to hike and camp throughout the years!
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Nick moved to the DRCC 
Midway program located in 
the Virginia Area in December 
of 2013. He has worked hard 
to secure employment with 
the Range Area Vocational 
Supports. Nick performs 
janitorial services at the Blue 
Cross/Blue Shield Offices, at 
hotels, churches and other 
office buildings on the Iron 
Range. He recently began a 
program called Customized 
Employment that will help 
pair Nick with a job. Nick 
presents himself as a job 
seeker and not just part of an 

Everyone enjoys the time spent planning and going on vacation.  
We have several people that wanted to share their vacation stories….
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Oh the Places We Will Go!!

Robin went on her second 
plane trip in seven years. She 
traveled with a friend to South 
Carolina to visit her friend’s 
son. Plane changes in New 
York and Detroit were new 
experiences since this was her 
first out-of-state trip without 
staff support. Robin enjoyed 
eating at a Japanese Restaurant 
(she passed on the raw fish 
and eggs!) as well as an Italian 
Restaurant. The weather was 
hot but Robin enjoyed her 
experience and stated that she 
wants to go again. No staff 
needed, just her friend!

Ron from DRCC-Triplex is 
checking off his bucket list. This 
fall he went for a North Shore 
Tour through Lake Superior 
Helicopters. Then he went four-
wheeling. Next on his list is to 
go jet skiing next summer. 

Christina embarked on a new 
adventure provided by Hammer 
Travel located in the Metro 
area. She joined a group of six 
people and two support staff 
and traveled to Walt Disney 
World. Tina also was able to 
connect with her aunt, Katie, in 
the Twin Cities before and after 
her vacation. On her return, 
she went to the Big Yellow 
Barn, known as the largest 
candy store, located in Jordan 
MN, with her aunt. Along with 
numerous souvenirs, Tina has 
many good memories and 
would recommend Hammer 
Travel to anyone who is looking 
for a good vacation experience! 

Gone Fishing, a second try!
Old chums Larry and Loren 
tried their hand again this year 
fishing on Lake Superior.  
Last year they didn’t catch a 
thing, so this year Captain  
Tom was determined to “get 
them on the fish”. In the end 
Larry reeled in two Lake Trout 
and Loren reeled in three.  
Larry then hosted a fish fry at 
his house. 

employment program. He learns 
to network in the community. 
Through his volunteer efforts 
Nick is learning skills such as 
painting and power washing. 
Through his work with Habitat 
for Humanity Nick is learning 
other valuable skills such as 
sheetrocking and landscaping 
that will easily transfer to paid 
positions. Nick has made sure 
he has many opportunities and 
responsibilities, whether paid 
employment or his volunteer 
experiences. He states that he 
is very excited about his future. 
Way to go Nick! 
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86, of Mountain Iron, died peacefully at home on Sunday, 
December 13, 2015. Delores will always be remembered 
for her wonderful sense of humor and her love of playing 
cards. She enjoyed listening to music, going on outings 
with her loving staff and spending time with her family and 
friends. Delores was employed for many years at ERDAC 
and lived at DRCC-South Grove. She enjoyed her years of 
service there retiring only this past spring.

48, died September 9, 2015. Dean was born in Duluth on 
Wednesday, Oct. 19, 1966 to Robert "Bob" and Maryann Marshall. 
Dean graduated from Central High School in 1985. He enjoyed 
working at UDAC and taking field trips with DRCC "Soft Hands". 
Dean greeted everyone with a smile and a twinkle in his eye. He 
would chat with anyone about his favorite topics: fire trucks and 
the fire stations, the timing and length of school vacations, the 
weather, trips to the dump, and vacuum cleaners. He loved to color 
and draw, especially trucks, and always had to use a very sharp 
pencil. Dean was not a sweet eater, he preferred his veggie pizza, 
cheeseburgers, coney island, chocolate malts and apple juice. Dean 
loved our local firemen and he and his dad visited them often when 
they were not shopping at his favorite store, Menards.

Lori Osbakken, who lives in 
Two Harbors, is a big fan of 
the Minnesota Vikings. Her 
enthusiasm during televised 
Viking Games is famous 
among her family and friends. 
While attending an event at 
the Two Harbors high school 
Lori spent time chatting with 
one of the high school football 
players, who happened to be 
an extended family member. 
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As a result of that 
conversation, she decided to 
also support the local high 
school team and attend a 
game. At the first game she 
attended Two Harbors quickly 
pulled ahead. She cheered the 
loudest every time her 
relative’s name was read over 
the loud speaker, which was 
pretty often as he is a lead 
tackler for the team.  

Her attention to detail watching 
the game, and her expectations 
of excellence for her team, is 
right up there with Bill Belichick 
of the New England Patriots.  
Lori enjoyed the high school 
games so much this season  
she may become a regular in 
the stands, even after her 
relative graduates.

Anniversaries
25 YEARS
Joyce McIntyre worked at Thalassic for 20 years and has been 
with IHFS-Lake for 5 years. She is both a friend and caregiver  
to the clients. She has opened her heart and extended herself to 
help her adult children, her grandchildren, her parents,  
and her friends when needed. She enjoys painting,  
scrapbooking and ancestry.

Abigail Stubblefield came to DRCC on December 13, 1990.  
As Accounts Receivable Coordinator, Abigail manages client 
accounts, and all the billing for the services DRCC provides. 
Outside of work Abigail enjoys outdoor pursuits with her 
husband, Steve, and dog, Carson, and also enjoys  
gardening and cooking. 
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Tim Ohman – Maintenance
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Deb Zupancich – Lambert
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For the second consecutive year no one showed up for DRCC’s 
“Unevent” – making it another success! The idea of the “Unevent” 
is to give donors the opportunity to support DRCC’s services 
without having to attend yet another fundraiser. There isn’t a raffle, 

a silent auction, or a baked chicken entrée – just generous 
contributions to support DRCC’s mission. All of the funds raised are 
used to support unmet individual needs, along with providing social 
and recreational opportunities for individuals served by DRCC.

EMPLOYEE PROMOTIONS
Welcome to Amy Stark, a new Program Manager. Amy comes 
to us with a lot of experience; most recently she was a 
Supervisor with Lake County Health and Human Services  
in Two Harbors.

Program Director

Dee Dee Burke - Oneota
Karen Meagher – Meridian
KT Sampson – Spruce 

20 YEARS
JD Dold is the Program Coordinator at Endion. She started her 
career at Laverne (Duplex). When JD isn’t at work, she is enjoying 
life with her family. She and her wife enjoy hiking with their dog 
and various other outdoor activities. JD plays the drums when she 
isn’t chasing after her two-year old.

Rex Hendrickson began working for DRCC in 1995 at the 
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2001, Rex took on one of the Program Director positions at Soft 
Hands and has been there ever since. Rex is known as a superb 
guitar player, tinkerer of electronics and outdoorsman. He’s an 
avid kayaker and is legendary with his… count them… 37 visits to 
Isle Royale to hike and camp throughout the years!
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Nick moved to the DRCC 
Midway program located in 
the Virginia Area in December 
of 2013. He has worked hard 
to secure employment with 
the Range Area Vocational 
Supports. Nick performs 
janitorial services at the Blue 
Cross/Blue Shield Offices, at 
hotels, churches and other 
office buildings on the Iron 
Range. He recently began a 
program called Customized 
Employment that will help 
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presents himself as a job 
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Tributes

Oh the Places We Will Go!!

Robin went on her second 
plane trip in seven years. She 
traveled with a friend to South 
Carolina to visit her friend’s 
son. Plane changes in New 
York and Detroit were new 
experiences since this was her 
first out-of-state trip without 
staff support. Robin enjoyed 
eating at a Japanese Restaurant 
(she passed on the raw fish 
and eggs!) as well as an Italian 
Restaurant. The weather was 
hot but Robin enjoyed her 
experience and stated that she 
wants to go again. No staff 
needed, just her friend!

Ron from DRCC-Triplex is 
checking off his bucket list. This 
fall he went for a North Shore 
Tour through Lake Superior 
Helicopters. Then he went four-
wheeling. Next on his list is to 
go jet skiing next summer. 

Christina embarked on a new 
adventure provided by Hammer 
Travel located in the Metro 
area. She joined a group of six 
people and two support staff 
and traveled to Walt Disney 
World. Tina also was able to 
connect with her aunt, Katie, in 
the Twin Cities before and after 
her vacation. On her return, 
she went to the Big Yellow 
Barn, known as the largest 
candy store, located in Jordan 
MN, with her aunt. Along with 
numerous souvenirs, Tina has 
many good memories and 
would recommend Hammer 
Travel to anyone who is looking 
for a good vacation experience! 

Gone Fishing, a second try!
Old chums Larry and Loren 
tried their hand again this year 
fishing on Lake Superior.  
Last year they didn’t catch a 
thing, so this year Captain  
Tom was determined to “get 
them on the fish”. In the end 
Larry reeled in two Lake Trout 
and Loren reeled in three.  
Larry then hosted a fish fry at 
his house. 

employment program. He learns 
to network in the community. 
Through his volunteer efforts 
Nick is learning skills such as 
painting and power washing. 
Through his work with Habitat 
for Humanity Nick is learning 
other valuable skills such as 
sheetrocking and landscaping 
that will easily transfer to paid 
positions. Nick has made sure 
he has many opportunities and 
responsibilities, whether paid 
employment or his volunteer 
experiences. He states that he 
is very excited about his future. 
Way to go Nick! 
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86, of Mountain Iron, died peacefully at home on Sunday, 
December 13, 2015. Delores will always be remembered 
for her wonderful sense of humor and her love of playing 
cards. She enjoyed listening to music, going on outings 
with her loving staff and spending time with her family and 
friends. Delores was employed for many years at ERDAC 
and lived at DRCC-South Grove. She enjoyed her years of 
service there retiring only this past spring.

48, died September 9, 2015. Dean was born in Duluth on 
Wednesday, Oct. 19, 1966 to Robert "Bob" and Maryann Marshall. 
Dean graduated from Central High School in 1985. He enjoyed 
working at UDAC and taking field trips with DRCC "Soft Hands". 
Dean greeted everyone with a smile and a twinkle in his eye. He 
would chat with anyone about his favorite topics: fire trucks and 
the fire stations, the timing and length of school vacations, the 
weather, trips to the dump, and vacuum cleaners. He loved to color 
and draw, especially trucks, and always had to use a very sharp 
pencil. Dean was not a sweet eater, he preferred his veggie pizza, 
cheeseburgers, coney island, chocolate malts and apple juice. Dean 
loved our local firemen and he and his dad visited them often when 
they were not shopping at his favorite store, Menards.

Lori Osbakken, who lives in 
Two Harbors, is a big fan of 
the Minnesota Vikings. Her 
enthusiasm during televised 
Viking Games is famous 
among her family and friends. 
While attending an event at 
the Two Harbors high school 
Lori spent time chatting with 
one of the high school football 
players, who happened to be 
an extended family member. 
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As a result of that 
conversation, she decided to 
also support the local high 
school team and attend a 
game. At the first game she 
attended Two Harbors quickly 
pulled ahead. She cheered the 
loudest every time her 
relative’s name was read over 
the loud speaker, which was 
pretty often as he is a lead 
tackler for the team.  

Her attention to detail watching 
the game, and her expectations 
of excellence for her team, is 
right up there with Bill Belichick 
of the New England Patriots.  
Lori enjoyed the high school 
games so much this season  
she may become a regular in 
the stands, even after her 
relative graduates.

Anniversaries
25 YEARS
Joyce McIntyre worked at Thalassic for 20 years and has been 
with IHFS-Lake for 5 years. She is both a friend and caregiver  
to the clients. She has opened her heart and extended herself to 
help her adult children, her grandchildren, her parents,  
and her friends when needed. She enjoys painting,  
scrapbooking and ancestry.

Abigail Stubblefield came to DRCC on December 13, 1990.  
As Accounts Receivable Coordinator, Abigail manages client 
accounts, and all the billing for the services DRCC provides. 
Outside of work Abigail enjoys outdoor pursuits with her 
husband, Steve, and dog, Carson, and also enjoys  
gardening and cooking. 

DRCC’s Second Annual “Unevent”

15 YEARS
Renee Vandemore – 

Administration
Betsy Knutson – Winona
Tim Ohman – Maintenance
Sharon Forse – Administration
Deb Zupancich – Lambert
Paula Dalbec - Winona 

For the second consecutive year no one showed up for DRCC’s 
“Unevent” – making it another success! The idea of the “Unevent” 
is to give donors the opportunity to support DRCC’s services 
without having to attend yet another fundraiser. There isn’t a raffle, 

a silent auction, or a baked chicken entrée – just generous 
contributions to support DRCC’s mission. All of the funds raised are 
used to support unmet individual needs, along with providing social 
and recreational opportunities for individuals served by DRCC.

EMPLOYEE PROMOTIONS
Welcome to Amy Stark, a new Program Manager. Amy comes 
to us with a lot of experience; most recently she was a 
Supervisor with Lake County Health and Human Services  
in Two Harbors.

Program Director

Dee Dee Burke - Oneota
Karen Meagher – Meridian
KT Sampson – Spruce 

20 YEARS
JD Dold is the Program Coordinator at Endion. She started her 
career at Laverne (Duplex). When JD isn’t at work, she is enjoying 
life with her family. She and her wife enjoy hiking with their dog 
and various other outdoor activities. JD plays the drums when she 
isn’t chasing after her two-year old.

Rex Hendrickson began working for DRCC in 1995 at the 
Manumit and Soft Hands programs as a Program Implementer. In 
2001, Rex took on one of the Program Director positions at Soft 
Hands and has been there ever since. Rex is known as a superb 
guitar player, tinkerer of electronics and outdoorsman. He’s an 
avid kayaker and is legendary with his… count them… 37 visits to 
Isle Royale to hike and camp throughout the years!

Advantage Air Heating  
 and Cooling 
Ahola, Mack  
 and Associates, Ltd. 
Beacon Bank 
Beacon Electric 
Campbell’s Do-It Best Center 
Clearis Consulting 
Coldwell Banker 
 (East West Realty) 
Consolidated Title  
 and Abstract Company 

Cummings Mobility  
David and Theresa Corbin 
Duluth Dodge 
Elite Electrical Contracting 
ESC Systems 
Mickey and Joe Ferguson 
Frank Gerard 
Happy Sleeper Mattress  
 & Furniture Store 
Hiner Home Designs 
Hunt Electric 
ICO 

Innovations in Quality 
 Consulting 
Johnson Carpet One 
Kevin Vegar Construction 
Kleiman Realty 
Krause Sheet Metal  
 Heating and Cooling 
Doug and Nancy Lane 
Licari, Larson & Co., Ltd. 
Magic Carpet Mart 
Tony and Mariann Mancuso 
Wes Mattsfield 

DRCC wishes to thank the following individuals & businesses who gave generously to the Second Annual “Unevent.”

Program Coordinator

Rhea Harvey – Melrose
Jamie Holmes – Woodland
Charles Jesberg - Winona 
Angie Mancini - Fourteenth
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10 YEARS
James Hencinski –  
 Two
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 Corporation 
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 and Landscaping 
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Sinnott Blacktop 
Kirk and Sharon Wimmer

Harbors

DEAN ALAN MARSHALL

RON ROBIN CHRISTINA (TINA) LARRY & LOREN

DELORES LABORIE 

Nick moved to the DRCC 
Midway program located in 
the Virginia Area in December 
of 2013. He has worked hard 
to secure employment with 
the Range Area Vocational 
Supports. Nick performs 
janitorial services at the Blue 
Cross/Blue Shield Offices, at 
hotels, churches and other 
office buildings on the Iron 
Range. He recently began a 
program called Customized 
Employment that will help 
pair Nick with a job. Nick 
presents himself as a job 
seeker and not just part of an 

Everyone enjoys the time spent planning and going on vacation.  
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school team and attend a 
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relative’s name was read over 
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DEAN ALAN MARSHALL

RON ROBIN CHRISTINA (TINA) LARRY & LOREN

DELORES LABORIE 

Nick moved to the DRCC 
Midway program located in 
the Virginia Area in December 
of 2013. He has worked hard 
to secure employment with 
the Range Area Vocational 
Supports. Nick performs 
janitorial services at the Blue 
Cross/Blue Shield Offices, at 
hotels, churches and other 
office buildings on the Iron 
Range. He recently began a 
program called Customized 
Employment that will help 
pair Nick with a job. Nick 
presents himself as a job 
seeker and not just part of an 

Everyone enjoys the time spent planning and going on vacation.  
We have several people that wanted to share their vacation stories….

Donations
John Elliot
George and Dadee Reilly
Bentson Foundation
Dennis and Kari Ramberg
Amy Boman
Martin and Laurie Roller
Rosemary Tarnowski
Dale, Wendy,  
 and Kevin Kreager

In Honor of Tressa Reilly
 Warren Spannaus

In Memory of Etta Potswald
 Judy and Gerry Bakken

Supporting the Community

Tributes

Oh the Places We Will Go!!

Robin went on her second 
plane trip in seven years. She 
traveled with a friend to South 
Carolina to visit her friend’s 
son. Plane changes in New 
York and Detroit were new 
experiences since this was her 
first out-of-state trip without 
staff support. Robin enjoyed 
eating at a Japanese Restaurant 
(she passed on the raw fish 
and eggs!) as well as an Italian 
Restaurant. The weather was 
hot but Robin enjoyed her 
experience and stated that she 
wants to go again. No staff 
needed, just her friend!

Ron from DRCC-Triplex is 
checking off his bucket list. This 
fall he went for a North Shore 
Tour through Lake Superior 
Helicopters. Then he went four-
wheeling. Next on his list is to 
go jet skiing next summer. 

Christina embarked on a new 
adventure provided by Hammer 
Travel located in the Metro 
area. She joined a group of six 
people and two support staff 
and traveled to Walt Disney 
World. Tina also was able to 
connect with her aunt, Katie, in 
the Twin Cities before and after 
her vacation. On her return, 
she went to the Big Yellow 
Barn, known as the largest 
candy store, located in Jordan 
MN, with her aunt. Along with 
numerous souvenirs, Tina has 
many good memories and 
would recommend Hammer 
Travel to anyone who is looking 
for a good vacation experience! 

Gone Fishing, a second try!
Old chums Larry and Loren 
tried their hand again this year 
fishing on Lake Superior.  
Last year they didn’t catch a 
thing, so this year Captain  
Tom was determined to “get 
them on the fish”. In the end 
Larry reeled in two Lake Trout 
and Loren reeled in three.  
Larry then hosted a fish fry at 
his house. 

employment program. He learns 
to network in the community. 
Through his volunteer efforts 
Nick is learning skills such as 
painting and power washing. 
Through his work with Habitat 
for Humanity Nick is learning 
other valuable skills such as 
sheetrocking and landscaping 
that will easily transfer to paid 
positions. Nick has made sure 
he has many opportunities and 
responsibilities, whether paid 
employment or his volunteer 
experiences. He states that he 
is very excited about his future. 
Way to go Nick! 

2

Being Resourceful & Responsible,  
That Defines Nick Tuff! 

86, of Mountain Iron, died peacefully at home on Sunday, 
December 13, 2015. Delores will always be remembered 
for her wonderful sense of humor and her love of playing 
cards. She enjoyed listening to music, going on outings 
with her loving staff and spending time with her family and 
friends. Delores was employed for many years at ERDAC 
and lived at DRCC-South Grove. She enjoyed her years of 
service there retiring only this past spring.

48, died September 9, 2015. Dean was born in Duluth on 
Wednesday, Oct. 19, 1966 to Robert "Bob" and Maryann Marshall. 
Dean graduated from Central High School in 1985. He enjoyed 
working at UDAC and taking field trips with DRCC "Soft Hands". 
Dean greeted everyone with a smile and a twinkle in his eye. He 
would chat with anyone about his favorite topics: fire trucks and 
the fire stations, the timing and length of school vacations, the 
weather, trips to the dump, and vacuum cleaners. He loved to color 
and draw, especially trucks, and always had to use a very sharp 
pencil. Dean was not a sweet eater, he preferred his veggie pizza, 
cheeseburgers, coney island, chocolate malts and apple juice. Dean 
loved our local firemen and he and his dad visited them often when 
they were not shopping at his favorite store, Menards.

Lori Osbakken, who lives in 
Two Harbors, is a big fan of 
the Minnesota Vikings. Her 
enthusiasm during televised 
Viking Games is famous 
among her family and friends. 
While attending an event at 
the Two Harbors high school 
Lori spent time chatting with 
one of the high school football 
players, who happened to be 
an extended family member. 

DRCC's Mission:

To support individuals with disabilities 
by creating opportunities to live rich 
and meaningful lives with family, friends, 
work and community.
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As a result of that 
conversation, she decided to 
also support the local high 
school team and attend a 
game. At the first game she 
attended Two Harbors quickly 
pulled ahead. She cheered the 
loudest every time her 
relative’s name was read over 
the loud speaker, which was 
pretty often as he is a lead 
tackler for the team.  

Her attention to detail watching 
the game, and her expectations 
of excellence for her team, is 
right up there with Bill Belichick 
of the New England Patriots.  
Lori enjoyed the high school 
games so much this season  
she may become a regular in 
the stands, even after her 
relative graduates.

Anniversaries
25 YEARS
Joyce McIntyre worked at Thalassic for 20 years and has been 
with IHFS-Lake for 5 years. She is both a friend and caregiver  
to the clients. She has opened her heart and extended herself to 
help her adult children, her grandchildren, her parents,  
and her friends when needed. She enjoys painting,  
scrapbooking and ancestry.

Abigail Stubblefield came to DRCC on December 13, 1990.  
As Accounts Receivable Coordinator, Abigail manages client 
accounts, and all the billing for the services DRCC provides. 
Outside of work Abigail enjoys outdoor pursuits with her 
husband, Steve, and dog, Carson, and also enjoys  
gardening and cooking. 

DRCC’s Second Annual “Unevent”

15 YEARS
Renee Vandemore – 

Administration
Betsy Knutson – Winona
Tim Ohman – Maintenance
Sharon Forse – Administration
Deb Zupancich – Lambert
Paula Dalbec - Winona 

For the second consecutive year no one showed up for DRCC’s 
“Unevent” – making it another success! The idea of the “Unevent” 
is to give donors the opportunity to support DRCC’s services 
without having to attend yet another fundraiser. There isn’t a raffle, 

a silent auction, or a baked chicken entrée – just generous 
contributions to support DRCC’s mission. All of the funds raised are 
used to support unmet individual needs, along with providing social 
and recreational opportunities for individuals served by DRCC.

EMPLOYEE PROMOTIONS
Welcome to Amy Stark, a new Program Manager. Amy comes 
to us with a lot of experience; most recently she was a 
Supervisor with Lake County Health and Human Services  
in Two Harbors.

Program Director

Dee Dee Burke - Oneota
Karen Meagher – Meridian
KT Sampson – Spruce 

20 YEARS
JD Dold is the Program Coordinator at Endion. She started her 
career at Laverne (Duplex). When JD isn’t at work, she is enjoying 
life with her family. She and her wife enjoy hiking with their dog 
and various other outdoor activities. JD plays the drums when she 
isn’t chasing after her two-year old.

Rex Hendrickson began working for DRCC in 1995 at the 
Manumit and Soft Hands programs as a Program Implementer. In 
2001, Rex took on one of the Program Director positions at Soft 
Hands and has been there ever since. Rex is known as a superb 
guitar player, tinkerer of electronics and outdoorsman. He’s an 
avid kayaker and is legendary with his… count them… 37 visits to 
Isle Royale to hike and camp throughout the years!

Advantage Air Heating  
 and Cooling 
Ahola, Mack  
 and Associates, Ltd. 
Beacon Bank 
Beacon Electric 
Campbell’s Do-It Best Center 
Clearis Consulting 
Coldwell Banker 
 (East West Realty) 
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Cummings Mobility  
David and Theresa Corbin 
Duluth Dodge 
Elite Electrical Contracting 
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Mickey and Joe Ferguson 
Frank Gerard 
Happy Sleeper Mattress  
 & Furniture Store 
Hiner Home Designs 
Hunt Electric 
ICO 

Innovations in Quality 
 Consulting 
Johnson Carpet One 
Kevin Vegar Construction 
Kleiman Realty 
Krause Sheet Metal  
 Heating and Cooling 
Doug and Nancy Lane 
Licari, Larson & Co., Ltd. 
Magic Carpet Mart 
Tony and Mariann Mancuso 
Wes Mattsfield 

DRCC wishes to thank the following individuals & businesses who gave generously to the Second Annual “Unevent.”
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the Virginia Area in December 
of 2013. He has worked hard 
to secure employment with 
the Range Area Vocational 
Supports. Nick performs 
janitorial services at the Blue 
Cross/Blue Shield Offices, at 
hotels, churches and other 
office buildings on the Iron 
Range. He recently began a 
program called Customized 
Employment that will help 
pair Nick with a job. Nick 
presents himself as a job 
seeker and not just part of an 
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We have several people that wanted to share their vacation stories….
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plane trip in seven years. She 
traveled with a friend to South 
Carolina to visit her friend’s 
son. Plane changes in New 
York and Detroit were new 
experiences since this was her 
first out-of-state trip without 
staff support. Robin enjoyed 
eating at a Japanese Restaurant 
(she passed on the raw fish 
and eggs!) as well as an Italian 
Restaurant. The weather was 
hot but Robin enjoyed her 
experience and stated that she 
wants to go again. No staff 
needed, just her friend!

Ron from DRCC-Triplex is 
checking off his bucket list. This 
fall he went for a North Shore 
Tour through Lake Superior 
Helicopters. Then he went four-
wheeling. Next on his list is to 
go jet skiing next summer. 

Christina embarked on a new 
adventure provided by Hammer 
Travel located in the Metro 
area. She joined a group of six 
people and two support staff 
and traveled to Walt Disney 
World. Tina also was able to 
connect with her aunt, Katie, in 
the Twin Cities before and after 
her vacation. On her return, 
she went to the Big Yellow 
Barn, known as the largest 
candy store, located in Jordan 
MN, with her aunt. Along with 
numerous souvenirs, Tina has 
many good memories and 
would recommend Hammer 
Travel to anyone who is looking 
for a good vacation experience! 

Gone Fishing, a second try!
Old chums Larry and Loren 
tried their hand again this year 
fishing on Lake Superior.  
Last year they didn’t catch a 
thing, so this year Captain  
Tom was determined to “get 
them on the fish”. In the end 
Larry reeled in two Lake Trout 
and Loren reeled in three.  
Larry then hosted a fish fry at 
his house. 

employment program. He learns 
to network in the community. 
Through his volunteer efforts 
Nick is learning skills such as 
painting and power washing. 
Through his work with Habitat 
for Humanity Nick is learning 
other valuable skills such as 
sheetrocking and landscaping 
that will easily transfer to paid 
positions. Nick has made sure 
he has many opportunities and 
responsibilities, whether paid 
employment or his volunteer 
experiences. He states that he 
is very excited about his future. 
Way to go Nick! 
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86, of Mountain Iron, died peacefully at home on Sunday, 
December 13, 2015. Delores will always be remembered 
for her wonderful sense of humor and her love of playing 
cards. She enjoyed listening to music, going on outings 
with her loving staff and spending time with her family and 
friends. Delores was employed for many years at ERDAC 
and lived at DRCC-South Grove. She enjoyed her years of 
service there retiring only this past spring.

48, died September 9, 2015. Dean was born in Duluth on 
Wednesday, Oct. 19, 1966 to Robert "Bob" and Maryann Marshall. 
Dean graduated from Central High School in 1985. He enjoyed 
working at UDAC and taking field trips with DRCC "Soft Hands". 
Dean greeted everyone with a smile and a twinkle in his eye. He 
would chat with anyone about his favorite topics: fire trucks and 
the fire stations, the timing and length of school vacations, the 
weather, trips to the dump, and vacuum cleaners. He loved to color 
and draw, especially trucks, and always had to use a very sharp 
pencil. Dean was not a sweet eater, he preferred his veggie pizza, 
cheeseburgers, coney island, chocolate malts and apple juice. Dean 
loved our local firemen and he and his dad visited them often when 
they were not shopping at his favorite store, Menards.
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As a result of that 
conversation, she decided to 
also support the local high 
school team and attend a 
game. At the first game she 
attended Two Harbors quickly 
pulled ahead. She cheered the 
loudest every time her 
relative’s name was read over 
the loud speaker, which was 
pretty often as he is a lead 
tackler for the team.  

Her attention to detail watching 
the game, and her expectations 
of excellence for her team, is 
right up there with Bill Belichick 
of the New England Patriots.  
Lori enjoyed the high school 
games so much this season  
she may become a regular in 
the stands, even after her 
relative graduates.
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RON ROBIN CHRISTINA (TINA) LARRY & LOREN

DELORES LABORIE 

Nick moved to the DRCC 
Midway program located in 
the Virginia Area in December 
of 2013. He has worked hard 
to secure employment with 
the Range Area Vocational 
Supports. Nick performs 
janitorial services at the Blue 
Cross/Blue Shield Offices, at 
hotels, churches and other 
office buildings on the Iron 
Range. He recently began a 
program called Customized 
Employment that will help 
pair Nick with a job. Nick 
presents himself as a job 
seeker and not just part of an 

Everyone enjoys the time spent planning and going on vacation.  
We have several people that wanted to share their vacation stories….
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Supporting the Community

Tributes

Oh the Places We Will Go!!

Robin went on her second 
plane trip in seven years. She 
traveled with a friend to South 
Carolina to visit her friend’s 
son. Plane changes in New 
York and Detroit were new 
experiences since this was her 
first out-of-state trip without 
staff support. Robin enjoyed 
eating at a Japanese Restaurant 
(she passed on the raw fish 
and eggs!) as well as an Italian 
Restaurant. The weather was 
hot but Robin enjoyed her 
experience and stated that she 
wants to go again. No staff 
needed, just her friend!

Ron from DRCC-Triplex is 
checking off his bucket list. This 
fall he went for a North Shore 
Tour through Lake Superior 
Helicopters. Then he went four-
wheeling. Next on his list is to 
go jet skiing next summer. 

Christina embarked on a new 
adventure provided by Hammer 
Travel located in the Metro 
area. She joined a group of six 
people and two support staff 
and traveled to Walt Disney 
World. Tina also was able to 
connect with her aunt, Katie, in 
the Twin Cities before and after 
her vacation. On her return, 
she went to the Big Yellow 
Barn, known as the largest 
candy store, located in Jordan 
MN, with her aunt. Along with 
numerous souvenirs, Tina has 
many good memories and 
would recommend Hammer 
Travel to anyone who is looking 
for a good vacation experience! 

Gone Fishing, a second try!
Old chums Larry and Loren 
tried their hand again this year 
fishing on Lake Superior.  
Last year they didn’t catch a 
thing, so this year Captain  
Tom was determined to “get 
them on the fish”. In the end 
Larry reeled in two Lake Trout 
and Loren reeled in three.  
Larry then hosted a fish fry at 
his house. 

employment program. He learns 
to network in the community. 
Through his volunteer efforts 
Nick is learning skills such as 
painting and power washing. 
Through his work with Habitat 
for Humanity Nick is learning 
other valuable skills such as 
sheetrocking and landscaping 
that will easily transfer to paid 
positions. Nick has made sure 
he has many opportunities and 
responsibilities, whether paid 
employment or his volunteer 
experiences. He states that he 
is very excited about his future. 
Way to go Nick! 

2

Being Resourceful & Responsible,  
That Defines Nick Tuff! 

86, of Mountain Iron, died peacefully at home on Sunday, 
December 13, 2015. Delores will always be remembered 
for her wonderful sense of humor and her love of playing 
cards. She enjoyed listening to music, going on outings 
with her loving staff and spending time with her family and 
friends. Delores was employed for many years at ERDAC 
and lived at DRCC-South Grove. She enjoyed her years of 
service there retiring only this past spring.

48, died September 9, 2015. Dean was born in Duluth on 
Wednesday, Oct. 19, 1966 to Robert "Bob" and Maryann Marshall. 
Dean graduated from Central High School in 1985. He enjoyed 
working at UDAC and taking field trips with DRCC "Soft Hands". 
Dean greeted everyone with a smile and a twinkle in his eye. He 
would chat with anyone about his favorite topics: fire trucks and 
the fire stations, the timing and length of school vacations, the 
weather, trips to the dump, and vacuum cleaners. He loved to color 
and draw, especially trucks, and always had to use a very sharp 
pencil. Dean was not a sweet eater, he preferred his veggie pizza, 
cheeseburgers, coney island, chocolate malts and apple juice. Dean 
loved our local firemen and he and his dad visited them often when 
they were not shopping at his favorite store, Menards.

Lori Osbakken, who lives in 
Two Harbors, is a big fan of 
the Minnesota Vikings. Her 
enthusiasm during televised 
Viking Games is famous 
among her family and friends. 
While attending an event at 
the Two Harbors high school 
Lori spent time chatting with 
one of the high school football 
players, who happened to be 
an extended family member. 

DRCC's Mission:

To support individuals with disabilities 
by creating opportunities to live rich 
and meaningful lives with family, friends, 
work and community.
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As a result of that 
conversation, she decided to 
also support the local high 
school team and attend a 
game. At the first game she 
attended Two Harbors quickly 
pulled ahead. She cheered the 
loudest every time her 
relative’s name was read over 
the loud speaker, which was 
pretty often as he is a lead 
tackler for the team.  

Her attention to detail watching 
the game, and her expectations 
of excellence for her team, is 
right up there with Bill Belichick 
of the New England Patriots.  
Lori enjoyed the high school 
games so much this season  
she may become a regular in 
the stands, even after her 
relative graduates.

Anniversaries
25 YEARS
Joyce McIntyre worked at Thalassic for 20 years and has been 
with IHFS-Lake for 5 years. She is both a friend and caregiver  
to the clients. She has opened her heart and extended herself to 
help her adult children, her grandchildren, her parents,  
and her friends when needed. She enjoys painting,  
scrapbooking and ancestry.

Abigail Stubblefield came to DRCC on December 13, 1990.  
As Accounts Receivable Coordinator, Abigail manages client 
accounts, and all the billing for the services DRCC provides. 
Outside of work Abigail enjoys outdoor pursuits with her 
husband, Steve, and dog, Carson, and also enjoys  
gardening and cooking. 

DRCC’s Second Annual “Unevent”

15 YEARS
Renee Vandemore – 

Administration
Betsy Knutson – Winona
Tim Ohman – Maintenance
Sharon Forse – Administration
Deb Zupancich – Lambert
Paula Dalbec - Winona 

For the second consecutive year no one showed up for DRCC’s 
“Unevent” – making it another success! The idea of the “Unevent” 
is to give donors the opportunity to support DRCC’s services 
without having to attend yet another fundraiser. There isn’t a raffle, 

a silent auction, or a baked chicken entrée – just generous 
contributions to support DRCC’s mission. All of the funds raised are 
used to support unmet individual needs, along with providing social 
and recreational opportunities for individuals served by DRCC.

EMPLOYEE PROMOTIONS
Welcome to Amy Stark, a new Program Manager. Amy comes 
to us with a lot of experience; most recently she was a 
Supervisor with Lake County Health and Human Services  
in Two Harbors.

Program Director

Dee Dee Burke - Oneota
Karen Meagher – Meridian
KT Sampson – Spruce 

20 YEARS
JD Dold is the Program Coordinator at Endion. She started her 
career at Laverne (Duplex). When JD isn’t at work, she is enjoying 
life with her family. She and her wife enjoy hiking with their dog 
and various other outdoor activities. JD plays the drums when she 
isn’t chasing after her two-year old.

Rex Hendrickson began working for DRCC in 1995 at the 
Manumit and Soft Hands programs as a Program Implementer. In 
2001, Rex took on one of the Program Director positions at Soft 
Hands and has been there ever since. Rex is known as a superb 
guitar player, tinkerer of electronics and outdoorsman. He’s an 
avid kayaker and is legendary with his… count them… 37 visits to 
Isle Royale to hike and camp throughout the years!
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As a result of that 
conversation, she decided to 
also support the local high 
school team and attend a 
game. At the first game she 
attended Two Harbors quickly 
pulled ahead. She cheered the 
loudest every time her 
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Her attention to detail watching 
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Friday Fest News
The Friday Fest Committee is always excited to see 
large turnouts for each event. The end of 2015  
wraps up another year and the committee met last 
month to plan for 2016. This upcoming year we have 
a surprise in store, but we are keeping it a secret for 
now. The cabin event was well received and the only 
disappointment was that the water was too low for 
boat rides. Everyone enjoyed the Mexican Fiesta  
and tie-dye shirts. This September we took our last 
ride (for at least 3 years) on the Lake Superior and 
Mississippi Railroad’s Pizza Train.  The train tracks will 
be removed for an environmental cleanup and no 
one is certain if the tracks will be put back down 
again.  We could not let the season end without one 
last ride down the rails.  To make the event even 
more special, DRCC-Mankato donated a portion of 
its Pizza Prize Money to the passengers and 
everyone rode for free. In October we gathered  
back at Engwall’s Corn Maze. The attractions 
included dinner and hot beverages along with the 
maze and a hayride around the corn patch. Our last 
dance of the season was a big hit.  Everyone was 
entertained by the Fishheads, a local blue grass 
band. Their music fit right in with the barn dance 
theme and the dance floor was packed. The 
November dance was our 75th event and we are 
looking forward to another year.   

Merritt Days is a week-long 
celebration of the city of  
Mt. Iron. A small group of 
volunteers put on activities 
every summer to give back to 
the community. Events include 
a small parade for the kids, 
ethnic foods of the Iron Range, 
music by local musicians, bean 
bag tournaments, and much 
more. This year featured a 
wonderful performance by the 
“Gin Blossoms” along with a 
spectacular fireworks display 
over old downtown while Mark 
Tolbert played the “Star 
Spangled Banner” on his 
electric guitar from the roof of 
one of the beautiful old 
buildings. People watched in 
awe as the city of Mt. Iron 
celebrated its 125th 
anniversary. 

5

New Homes
DRCC-Birch and DRCC-Maple were side-by-side townhomes 
that DRCC leased after acquiring Innovative Living. Both 
properties no longer met the needs of the individuals living 
there. DRCC purchased land and began constructing two new 
homes. DRCC Birch moved from Hermantown to Proctor in 
March. The new home is very spacious and handicap-
accessible. Construction has concluded at DRCC-Maple and 
everyone moved into their new home the third week of January.

DRCC on the Run!

Martha and Raquel  
from IHFS-Duluth  
participated in the  

color run earlier this  
year in Duluth. 

February 2016

DRCC started with a small 
group of committed individuals 
who had a vision. They 
believed that individuals with 
disabilities could live successful 
and meaningful lives in the 
community. DRCC’s founders 
worked for five years before 
successfully opening Baldwin 
house in 1971. Their efforts 
included defending legal 
challenges by neighbors, 
fundraising, and working with 
the State Department of Public 
Welfare. Their persistence and 
hard work paid off and paved 
the way for the future. In the 
ensuing years DRCC has grown 
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In 2016 DRCC will celebrate its 50th anniversary! 
There is much to celebrate. 

w w w . d r c c i n f o . o r g

and flourished. DRCC now 
supports more than 450 
individuals in group homes, 
apartments, and in their family 
homes and has more than  
700 employees. 
What makes DRCC’s 50th 
anniversary so special are the 
stories. It is fun to listen any 
time a group of “old-timers” 
gather and begin to reminisce. 
Names and anecdotes of 
individuals who have been 
involved with DRCC over the 
years pop up. So many of these 
stories are day-to-day life 
experiences filled with joy, 
humor, and good times. They 

Providing residential & support services to persons with disabilities since 1971.

are full of accomplishments and 
long-standing friendships. 
Mixed in, of course, are some 
sad remembrances too. 
DRCC has made a positive 
difference in the lives of so 
many across northeastern 
Minnesota. We look forward to 
continuing the mission as we 
prepare for the next 50!  
Mark your calendars:  
On October 18, 2016, DRCC 
will host a 50th anniversary 
celebration at Clyde Iron 
Works. More details will follow.

PROGRESS NOTES
Supporting our Mission 
DRCC celebrates our employees and is so grateful to those who exemplify our mission.  
One such individual is Barb Hinsz. Barb has worked at our Midway program since it  
opened in December of 2013.

Barb not only works for DRCC, she is also a Paraprofessional at Mesabi East and does respite  
care as well. She is an avid supporter of Special Olympics and volunteers her time. She brings  
unique ideas to her work at Midway, assuring that they suit each individual’s personality and 
interests. Barb has taken time to spread the word about DRCC and has written several articles  
in the Hometown Focus newspaper. We thank Barb for her time and creativity in bringing  
unique projects to the Midway home!

"Enjoying the event at the DRCC cabin." 

Merritt Days also hosts an 
annual 5k/10k run-walk. Last 
year five of DRCC-South 
Grove’s staff decided to walk in 
the 5k in memory of an 
individual who had recently 
died. This beautiful lady, 
despite her physical disabilities, 
completed a 5k and, most 
importantly, wore her heart-
warming smile the entire time. 
Team Jo was formed to 
celebrate her uniqueness and 

enthusiasm for life. This year, 
South Grove’s Team Jo was 
honored to have two more staff 
and all four individuals who live 
at South Grove participate in 
their first 5k walk. Team Jo’s 
most memorable moment was 
the happiness each individual 
wore on their face, along with 
the sense of pride to 
participate as a team.  
They can’t wait until next year. 
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Merritt Days is a week-long 
celebration of the city of  
Mt. Iron. A small group of 
volunteers put on activities 
every summer to give back to 
the community. Events include 
a small parade for the kids, 
ethnic foods of the Iron Range, 
music by local musicians, bean 
bag tournaments, and much 
more. This year featured a 
wonderful performance by the 
“Gin Blossoms” along with a 
spectacular fireworks display 
over old downtown while Mark 
Tolbert played the “Star 
Spangled Banner” on his 
electric guitar from the roof of 
one of the beautiful old 
buildings. People watched in 
awe as the city of Mt. Iron 
celebrated its 125th 
anniversary. 

5

New Homes
DRCC-Birch and DRCC-Maple were side-by-side townhomes 
that DRCC leased after acquiring Innovative Living. Both 
properties no longer met the needs of the individuals living 
there. DRCC purchased land and began constructing two new 
homes. DRCC Birch moved from Hermantown to Proctor in 
March. The new home is very spacious and handicap-
accessible. Construction has concluded at DRCC-Maple and 
everyone moved into their new home the third week of January.

DRCC on the Run!

Martha and Raquel  
from IHFS-Duluth  
participated in the  

color run earlier this  
year in Duluth. 

February 2016

DRCC started with a small 
group of committed individuals 
who had a vision. They 
believed that individuals with 
disabilities could live successful 
and meaningful lives in the 
community. DRCC’s founders 
worked for five years before 
successfully opening Baldwin 
house in 1971. Their efforts 
included defending legal 
challenges by neighbors, 
fundraising, and working with 
the State Department of Public 
Welfare. Their persistence and 
hard work paid off and paved 
the way for the future. In the 
ensuing years DRCC has grown 
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In 2016 DRCC will celebrate its 50th anniversary! 
There is much to celebrate. 
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and flourished. DRCC now 
supports more than 450 
individuals in group homes, 
apartments, and in their family 
homes and has more than  
700 employees. 
What makes DRCC’s 50th 
anniversary so special are the 
stories. It is fun to listen any 
time a group of “old-timers” 
gather and begin to reminisce. 
Names and anecdotes of 
individuals who have been 
involved with DRCC over the 
years pop up. So many of these 
stories are day-to-day life 
experiences filled with joy, 
humor, and good times. They 

Providing residential & support services to persons with disabilities since 1971.

are full of accomplishments and 
long-standing friendships. 
Mixed in, of course, are some 
sad remembrances too. 
DRCC has made a positive 
difference in the lives of so 
many across northeastern 
Minnesota. We look forward to 
continuing the mission as we 
prepare for the next 50!  
Mark your calendars:  
On October 18, 2016, DRCC 
will host a 50th anniversary 
celebration at Clyde Iron 
Works. More details will follow.

PROGRESS NOTES
Supporting our Mission 
DRCC celebrates our employees and is so grateful to those who exemplify our mission.  
One such individual is Barb Hinsz. Barb has worked at our Midway program since it  
opened in December of 2013.

Barb not only works for DRCC, she is also a Paraprofessional at Mesabi East and does respite  
care as well. She is an avid supporter of Special Olympics and volunteers her time. She brings  
unique ideas to her work at Midway, assuring that they suit each individual’s personality and 
interests. Barb has taken time to spread the word about DRCC and has written several articles  
in the Hometown Focus newspaper. We thank Barb for her time and creativity in bringing  
unique projects to the Midway home!

"Enjoying the event at the DRCC cabin." 

Merritt Days also hosts an 
annual 5k/10k run-walk. Last 
year five of DRCC-South 
Grove’s staff decided to walk in 
the 5k in memory of an 
individual who had recently 
died. This beautiful lady, 
despite her physical disabilities, 
completed a 5k and, most 
importantly, wore her heart-
warming smile the entire time. 
Team Jo was formed to 
celebrate her uniqueness and 

enthusiasm for life. This year, 
South Grove’s Team Jo was 
honored to have two more staff 
and all four individuals who live 
at South Grove participate in 
their first 5k walk. Team Jo’s 
most memorable moment was 
the happiness each individual 
wore on their face, along with 
the sense of pride to 
participate as a team.  
They can’t wait until next year. 




